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| JACKSON RENOVATIONS | VOLUNTEERS SPRUCE UP CLASSROOMS

AMY J. VAN HORN | ROCKFORD REGISTER STAR
Nicole Blum on Thursday uses bright colors to paint numbers that will hang on the wall of a second—
grade classroom that volunteers are renovating at Jackson Elementary.

“We want kids to feel this
is the greatest place to be’

By Jeff Kolkey- o
ROCKFORD REGISTER STAR V -

" ROCKFORD — Volun- _.Iackson Elementary
teers are making a differ- _"classrnom renovatmn
ence in Rockford schools :
 this spmng break, and they
aren’t afraid to get dirty and
spend thousands of dollars

" todoit. . of a commumty
Heartland Community It’'s a 12-week chﬂdren S
Church grabbed some head- “life-coaching” program -

that includes stickers as stu-
dents keep track of their ac-
complishments like learning
patience, being appreciative
and being grateful. It’s in
both English and Spanish.
Superintendent Dennis
Thompson said the volun-
 teer efforts are desperately
tary School. B -needed as the School Dis-
1 About 40 volunteers led  classrooms trict struggles with a $14.6
by 43-year-old children’s $1 5,000- Spent on furmture - million deficit in its mainte-
book author, public speaker  ar . ~ nance budget. Although the
.and real estate executive district is posting surpluses
Saul Serna are working to in its education fund — the
transform two second—grade main operating fund used to
classronms. o
| “We are not taiklng aoout :
what we should do. We are fer.
doing it,” Serna said. “This e Thompson said the dis-
isn’t about painting walls. ; ; trict does what it can with
It’s about a transformation. cost them about $15,000 so available funds, but there
We want kids to feel this is far in addition to donated are millions of dollars’ worth
the greatest place to be. We materials. of unfulfilled maintenance
want the rooms to be excit- . Volunteers are coming needs in Rockford schools
ing, clean and inspiring.” from businesses owned l;y each vear.

lines recently by marshal-
ling 1,600 volunteers who
raised $150,000 to renovate
three Rockford schools this
week. '
At the same time, a small-
er group of volunteers has
worked quietly on two class-
rooms at Jackson Elemen-

nance tund continues to suf-
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__ pay teachers — the mainte-




